SPIRITUAL   ORIENTATION
to enjoy such unruffled security The alarm excited by the Whig triumph had passed away, the few reforms that had been forced upon her had served rather to strengthen her position Society had become respectable, and the broad-brimmed hat of the parson ranked above the " topper " as a symbol of respectability A genteel infidelity was no longer d la mode The ideal of a Christian gentleman had, even in the highest circles, superseded the polite worldl in ess of a Chesterfield or Horace Walpole The Pavilion at Brighton, dismantled and handed over to the town authorities, was allowed to stand as an awful monument of predeceased naughtiness Infidelity was in a worse case than vice, because it stood in more need of publicity, and the social taboo upon any tampering with the foundations of Gmsti-amty was almost as powerful as that upon the overt recognition of carnal passion
The foundations of Victorian Christianity were in peculiar need of such strengthening The Low Church theology was bound up with the letter of Holy Scripture, including that of the Old Testament legends It was supposed to be literally true that God had created the world in seven days, that He had drowned it for forty, and that a Hebrew General had discounted the importance of the time factor in war by his ability to hold up the solar system Christianity was made to stand, not on any spiritual support, but on all sorts of " evidences ", and inferences from the supposed workings of nature Had not Paley ransacked all that he knew of science for phenomena that could only be explained as special acts of God p Was not the very absence of any conceivable development of one species out of another sufficient proof that God must have designed and constructed at least two specimens of each type ^ It amounted to crediting anything that science had as yet failed to explain, to the divine account But this, when science was